An important issue confronting the Federal enforcement agencies is the question of a permissible carcinogenic risk to the general population which cannot be evaluated by the individual. Experimental data obtained in the laboratory on the adverse effects of a certain chemical come from a species which although comparable to the human is not similar, and the dose administered to a small group of animals has to be large to produce a significant effect. The extrapolation of such data from the laboratory to human experience is very difficult, and considerable efforts have been made by this office to detect factors which may allow better risk assessment. Knowledge on the biochemical and physiological as well as pathological level is looked for in attempts to clarify internal and external variables at play. Such information is disseminated to stimulate responses, be they rebuttals or confirmations.
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